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God of Faithfulness
By Laura Shaver

My husband Trevor and | started attending St.
Davidds three years ago
tonio. We chose St. Davi d
tended St. Philipbds in Uyv
James was the rector there, and James served as an
assisting clergy at our wedding in Uvalde in 2002.
James has been encouraging to us since our day one.
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Laura and Trevor Shaver

Trevor and | spent the first four and a half years of our marriage out of state

due to his career in the U.S. Coast Guard; we lived in Alaska (wow) and just
outside of Washington D.C. in Alexandria, Virginia. While we tried various
Methodist and Episcopal churches during this time, we never had a church
home. Once we finally arrived back 1in
knew after our first visit | would like to call this place our first church home. |
was almost breathless at the generous hospitality so many of you provided. You
were interested in us and in our story. Each Sunday | watch so many of you
greet each other with genuine love, serve so faithfully, and praise our Father in
Heaven with absolute abandon. What a blessed community for us to be a part
of.

Tex

About the same time we came to St.
Trevor and | started on a journey that would test

our faith, mostly mine, and teach us some valuable
lessons. We had unknowingly begun our journey
through infertility. What followed was two years of
pain, questions, and tears. | had the hardest time
keeping focus on anythin
when you get a new car, and you think, awesome,
this new car is all mine. Suddenly, every time you

are on the road, you notice the exact same car
driven by so many others. Everywhere | went, la-
dies were expecting, everyone | talked to had a
pregnancy story to share, and it hurt. | was torn
between support and love for some so close to me
and my own grief.

During this journey, it started to become clear that
(Continued on next page.)
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this was a journey toward redemption, toward a
stronger walk with Christ, toward a testimony.
Revelation 12:11 tells us we can conquer Satan
with our testimony, and while in grief, | learned
to do just that. | learned to pray again, | learned
to rely on scripture for strength, and | learned to
cry out to Jesus. | became fully aware of the
many blessings | had been given, of the family
who loved us so much, of a new church family
that was willing to accept us for who we were.

About a month after various fertility treatments,
Trevor and | painstakingly decided to take a
break, and we visited the Christ Healing Center.
This was not a last resort by any means, but a
chance for me to receive release from the suffer-
ing and longing. | did receive this, we received
prayers for our healing, and prayers over my
womb. | believe eight days later we conceived.

It did not take our
miracle to show me
that our God is a
God of faithfulness.
But with each sono-
gram, his creation,
his miracles, his
love for us became
so clear. Through
pregnancy | saw
our world differ-
ently. | saw the
God that gives and takes away, | saw the God
that has a will for each of us, | saw a God that
calls the tiniest creation by name to love and
serve him. Casey James is the most perfect gift
from above, and | give him back to God fully. He
is Caseyfb6s true and
and | have been blessed with the opportunity to
raise and nurture him.

I look forward to raising Casey with the help of
St. Daviddés childrends
becoming involved with the Honduras mission,
and | hope Casey will experience this with me
one day. We were so thankful the day of his bap-
tism back in May of the grace each one of you
showed, of the gentleness that came from James
and Lisa, of the Heavenly Spirit being with all of
us. Casey is our gift, God is our most faithful fa
(Continued in next column.)
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ther, and we give out of absolute thanks for his will
for each of us. We give out of absolute thanks for St.

Davidds and your ministry t
for all|l youdve done, for al
able to give back just as much.
0The steadfast | ove of the
cies never come to an end. They are new every morn-
ing. Great is your faithful
tions 3:22-23
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Donald Sebesta
DMSEBESTA@aol.com

piscopal Choral Consortium
Christmas Concert

Sunday, December 5
4:00 pm
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\FROMTHE This is big work. Mary and Joseph had hard
\?),‘_‘ choices to make; to say ye:
] Assistant lives despite the challenges they would face in
Rector their community. We too can choose to say yes to
The Rev. Lisa Mason Godds call in our l'ives re
, tions placed on us by society. With the birth of the
masonlisap@sbcglobal.net Son of God comes the opportunity to prepare our
souls to be dwelling places for Christ from which
Receiving the Gift the light of that love will shine forth into places of
darkness.
. . . With the birth of the Christ child in a lowly man-
Advent is upon us, Christmas is a ger, life is changed. We are given the gift of letting
heartbeat away, 2011 is around our hearts be opened to the possibility that we can
the comer, and can we possibly 1 live life in a radical new way. To even begin to live
take it all in> My gut response is to =y in to the gifts given to us by God of the birth, life,
say onoél want tI%FR n 4| dbath, afd r@stfrection of Jesus Christ, we must
down. o6 But what | A“VENT P ke villling & be'hur®BIE and vulnerable to the re-
this season as a gift offered to each _ ality that these gifts change us. We no longer can
of us individually and to us as a faith community? get by with being self centered with a certainty of
Our scripture readings during Advent speak of a entitlement, but rather we must seek, serve, and
radical new way of living; a new life full of the love our neighbor. God gives us the courage and
promise of reconciliation, peace, light, and love. A the strength to carry this new way of living into a
world in which the wolf shall lie down with the new year. And when we fall into places of dark-
lamb, swords will be beaten down into plow- ness on our journey time after time, God gives us
shares, spears shall become pruning hooks, nation the opportunity to begin again. That is the gift of
shall not lift up sword against nation, and crooked Goddés grace and mercy.
pathways will be made straight. We are called to As we experience Advent and Christmas, may we
be part|C|pants_|n this new way of life. We are pray that our hearts are opened so that we might
called to lay aside the works of darkness and put learn to love as Christ loves so that on Epiphany,
on the armor of light. We are called to be aware of we can say bol dl é .
Godds presence in all of | mahew® D" debyolt ISt shivEberbr@dihgrs, We
are called to be people who are about the work of so that they may see your good works and give
reconciling the world to God and to one another. glory to your Father in heaven. Amen.
(Continued in next column.)
Gifts for
Exceptional Adult Ministry
Our Exceptional Adult group has been
meeting every Saturday for fellowship
service and bowling for the past 30 plus
year.
This year, our goal is to provide bowling
shirts with our St. Dav

= sonalized with each person's name.

Instead of gifts, we are asking for a mone-
tary donation towards this effort.

For questions, cares or concerns, please
contact Suzan Reagor in the church office.



Sarah Kates
Director of Children & Youth Ministries
sarah.cozad@sbcglobal.net

The Youth Group is making Hot
Cocoa to sell at the Outreach
Market, Nov 28 & Dec 5.
Please help by donating Cocoa Mix
Ingredients:

Quart size empty mason jars
Chocolate Nesquick

Pint size empty mason jars
Dry milk powder

Coffee mate

Red hots

Sugar
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Grieving and the

Holidays
A workshop to help you
through it.

Bereaveme; t

December 5, 2010
Sunday, 7:00pm (light supper, 6:30pm)
St. Luke's Episcopal Church
11 St. Luke's Lane, San Antonio, TX 78209
Presenter: Celeste Miller, Bereavement Associate
Contact: Church Office 828-6425

Find ot her |l ocations and d

www.saintdavids.net

How are you to celebrate in the face of sadness?
How are you to grieve in the midst of holiday
cheer?

The holidays are an especially hard time when
grieving the loss of a loved one. The season re-
news memories, family ties and traditions. The
pain of loss is confused with the spirit of the sea-
son.

Grief and the Holidays is a workshop designed
to help those who are grieving and their families
to better understand the grief process.

You are invited to a free workshop sponsored by
Porter Loring Family Care Services. On our
website at www.saintdavids.net, you will find a
list of workshops in the San Antonio area. You
can choose the one most convenient to you.
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on St . Daviddéds website

Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, January 23, 2011

Each year we come together as a congregation to
plan for the coming year, assess the previous year,
and elect those who are willing to take a leader-
ship role in the church.

Ministries get to tell the church what great things
they have done during the past year. Ministry
heads, please write and send to the church office
your report to go in the Annual Meeting Book-
let. Call the church office if you need a copy of
last year's report or have any questions.

Reports can be brought to the church office or
emailed to beth-crowley@sbcglobal.net

at


http://us.mc805.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=beth-crowley@sbcglobal.net

A St. David's
| 24 Episcopal School

Ashley Miles
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What a joy and privilege it is to teach young children about the greatest gift of love -Jesusd birth c
Christmas. Our children, like most, are excited about Santa Claus, Christmas trees, Frosty the Snow-

man, and all the other trappings of the season.  Unlike many other children, our children learn about

the Christmas story through our daily chapel lessons, classroom activities, and our annual Christmas
program. St udent s at St. Davidds School are also visited
fact that he leaves a candy cane in their shoes. This year our pre -kindergarten and kindergarten stu-

dents will share their Christmas program with the residents of Parklane West.

| encourage you to share the word about the fantastic things happening at our school. On Tuesday,
December 7t at 9:00am we will host an Open House for parents of prospective students. The parents
who attend will experience our chapel service, tour the school, and have the opportunity to observe in
classrooms. Please let any of your friends or family with young children know about this event. Enroll-
ment for the 2011 -2012 school year begins in January. Parish children have priority enrollment and we
hope that all parish families will come and tour our school.

Have you heard wed8r e GThe Growing ThE fraditioh comohittele has moSted five
informational meetings during which participants were able to hear from our architect , ask questions,
and share thoughts. We hope to move into the Feasibility study phase of this process in late January or
early February. The vision of rebuilding Jackson Hall is taking shape thanks to the input of many
church and school members. | encourage you to share your thoughts and opinions on the potential pro-
ject with any member of the Growing The Tradition committee.

Merry Christmas and may God bless you!



